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LETTERT, 


Ours ofche 46h, Inſtant(which fuppoſes me here at Mamborongh, 
and congratulates my arrival)came a day before me; for 1 letr 

h not Amſterdam ſo ſoon by a fortnight as you-imapined. Your 
Accounts 7 have ſleightly peruſzd, but ſhall nothing co them till 
our Correſpondents at Bruges and Antwerp ſend me theirs: nor can I ſtir 
from hence theſe ſeven Months;for(beſides the buſineſs I rold you of) [ 
muſt expe&the Phenix, which will not arrive cill April ; and in it I hope 
co find as much of 1,B's.effeQts, as will near ſatisfie the debt Le owed me. 
 WhilftI was at home (knowing the yain ſuſpitions of che Rabble) I 

neither ſent nor asked you any news;buc now I am here,I by no means 
blame the deſire you have to underſtand the poſfure of our affairs, &how 
_ they have been managed ; eſpecially fince you pretend to no further an 
iaformation (were I capable of more)than what any ſtranger thar paſſes 
chrough che Countrey pives his acquaintance : I ſay I cannot blame this 
requeſt, having now the ſame fayour alſo to ask of you, for the Relations 
I heretofore ſaw,were ofcen yery falſe and uncertain; nor can this free- 
dom I hope, beany prejudice to our reſpeRive Goyernours, for whac 
may be great ſatisfaction and news to thoſe in our ſphere, 1s none to 
them, who have ſpies (we are ſure) abread , informing them art another 
rate of all occurrencies. But betote I acquaint you with our misfortunes 
(too weil known to the world)I muſt beg pardon,it for my caſe(myLee- 
ter being long) I write in Ducch, which wants, I confeſs the comprehen. 
five harmony of your ſmooth and gentle Language. 

T hat Fobn de Witt was a man of parts,is held by not a few of our wiſe 
ones;yet either his ignorance in the ſtate of your Kingdom ( which has 
hidden myſteries in ic not to be fathom'd, I think, by forreignPolititians) 
or God Almighties particular Judgment on thoſe chat glory coo much 
in the ſtrength of rheir underſtanding, brought him to that diſmal end, 
and with this misfortune alſo, as to be now eſteemed a fool and a T rai- 
tor by the. generality of his Countrey-men. 

Two t: reconcileable piques be had co England: Firſt , becauſe from, 
thence he, imagined, that the Prince of Orange would have a perpetuil 
ſupport,and be at. length che ruine of himand his Cabal: And ſecondly. 
P reaſon of ics ſtreagth,its$bipszits convenient Ports,8 inclination to 

r 


ade, 'cwould at one time gr other ingroſs all negotiation to it ſelf. 
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| (2) 
Thele thoughts prompted him, and che reſt of them, inſtead ofcourting - 
101 in forrain Countries ater tas Peace, to coumenance under hand all 
kin4 of private sffronts & Libels that could be inveated, to leſſen you as 
weil in our owa eſteem , as amung cur N-1ghbours and Allies, and well 
*m ht we and our {iiends think, we had been your Match in the [ate 

W.r, wh... we och (aw fame of your Country men ſeem to yield , 
(bz +. hanging down of their heads)that we had b-debe better of you, 
1-410:1:h 00: 5ca-men and FaGors were thus 3 Gog , our Embaſſg- 
dours wich you were ſufficiently ſn>miſs and pliant,callingit the drunken 
mirch of :o0me private Subjz&s , ani alluring your chief Miniſters, cher 
Our States valued your-Mona-ch above all things; nor was it hard for 
them co believethis, ſeeing tha: He alone forced bis Chriſtian Majzſty,in 
the height of his Congteltieo the.peace of Aqui:zgrane, and was the only 
Defence we had apainfF our being inyad:d by him, Every body was fatiſs 
fied thercf.'re cha: the Great King of Frence had no Equal;but the Great 
| King of Eng/.nd, and that hethirftzd for nothing more, than Hberty of 
{alling upon us,»ho had broken)as he ſaid) oar Faith with tim. He could 
reyer forgive v3 oar underhand oppoſing bs deſt3ns upon Flanders , 
which obliged or Gove:nors,in ſpight 0 all in-bred animoſr:y,to court 
you unto the triple Alliance, ther would inve preferved vs (Had it conti. 
naed as *cwas once happily begun) m our old p-oſperats and flynriſhing 
c0nditton. 

England was not ignorantyto be ſure, I ow mucty we wanted i:'s afli- 
itznce,and chit it could never have a fairer occaſion to oblipe us co do 
Jultice( as you ecrmed i*:}to the Priace ok Orange; whu now was of a fic 
83Ct0 feccive thoſe honours, which che merits of his Fami'y had as 
were einailed upon bin. Bur che ru'ing par.y, that feared no:ling like 
eliis, 1cfolid ro vbflrudt it, though with the utrer ruine of ther Coun- 
rrey.& ti: {fore vwihe nall tnaginible in:rigues of the'rs,could rot make 
your F* ; Cefn (ic intereſt of his fit & blood, they privately offered 
hi. Cui ar Mag Ry what conditions be pleafed, 19 he would but j yn 
his power; Arm, vith their Fieet,and immedrately fall upon you. --- 

Haiviop don: this. (nd not doubting of the acceptance of their Proe 
poſa's.they ſent ro 0.r Admirals,who were cru:fing with ſeveral] Men-of 
Wer,to ſtrike Plaz eo no ſingle Ship of yours;nor teared they any incon- 
yenien:e , hecauſe yo: hd no number abroad, T bis they knew wo. 11d 
force you by deprces tc 5 q acrel,and yet not withon t:ſome plauſibility 
of reaſon on the'; fide, ic dei: g a thing harſh in the general'opinion of 
the World tha: a Fleer n 4: its plory and Rtrength ſhoald do obsyſance 
29 cyery Cock-boat,tua; owned & (lt of the Nayy-Royal 
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Your King ſoon reſented chis affront,and demanded Reparation with 
that warmth and vigour as was imegin'd, but whilit Agents were pailing 
toand fro-,- h's Chriſtian Mijeſty eicher diſtruſtiog ns, or thinking bis 
g3me ſurer by having you bis friend not only refus'd our Conditions, but 


fend: them to your King,whoſ(as he thoughc)onr of Lacerelt or Reyenge 
would now- joyn tooth und nail with him, 


Your willngne's nevertheleſs to accomodate all things with us, was 
not fo pleaſing, us one would imagine, to De wit and his party, becauſe 
they knew that your terms would be much worle as to their own intereſt 
than formerly ; and thereiore refolving to give you no fatisfaRiongthey 
buzz'd in every bodies ears, that your King had not a penny of money ; 
T hat moſt of your Parliament. being our Peationers, would give him 
none : That the whole Nation hated the French, that not a Seaman of 
yours would fight; that your Non-conformifts would be up in Arms: 
and in fine after a chouſand ſuch leflening-allegations.they declared it to 
be an unpardonable folly,to velue or leapne with a people, that wanted 
boch Fidelity and Power co help their Friends : all which noiſe 
ſpent-not ir ſelf in vain,but cauſed thouſands to believe you could do us 
neither harm nor good, 

The firſt unlook': for accident that touched our Politico tothe quick, 
and made him tear bis bai-, was your King's poſtponing the Bankers and 
converting the Receipts of the Exchequer toh s own uſe;for now con- 
trary to all exyeRation,be ſaw his M :J:tty might pur out aFleer of him. 
{e|f,8 chat your bJeAs(who love not we know an overtoppingR va!) 
would even for their own int2reſt proſecute the War once a.10ot , Ict 
them be never ſo averſe to it in the beginning, But the thurder clap 
that pave him bis mortal wound, was the Liberty efConſctence [0 univerial- 
ly granted co the People;this brought theDevil a thouſand times into his 
mouth, ſaying that nothing but he , who owed Ho:land a ſhame , could 
Put it into your heads , and that ſhorely you would be as united as wur 


ſeives » ſo that ever hereafter the Kings enemies muſt become the com- 


mon enemy of the Nation: and I muſt rei] you, *was ror f01n the laſt 
War. 

The effe&s of the Toleration were ſoon perceived ty every body, for 
many-of your Country men at Rotterdam, Delf, Leyden, and cl e where 
in this Land;frighted heretofore out of Ergland, upon the icore 0f Re- 
1;gion,have now not only Longings homewards, but are allo generally 
lookte upon by pur people as ſo many Spies to betray us, whereas ter- 
merly n Dutchwan was thought more {aichfal chan chey, to le weiare 
and intereſt of this Goverament ; nay if this be no; a won Je: tell me 
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one, that a Qaker of yours at Rotterdam,(hould be ſo tranſported at the 
nex's, as to throw his lat which hed been naild at leaſt ten years to his 
head)iato the fire,and ro drink che Kings heal.h with a Yeve Je Roy ia his 
mouth. 

For my own part, though two deſcents bave not,I thinks, waſhed away 
all my Englih blood, yet upon the account of my Mothers kindred, and 
my own buſineſs, who knows whether ever with convenience I can g ir 
Holland or no, but chis I muſt tell you,that my.ewo Uncles & their pood- 
wives talk much of Loydon,and therefore I ſhall deſire you co inform me 
what rez| foundation this Indulgence has,that I may accordingly adyi ſe 
my ſcrupulous friends,tor there has been no queſtion more ventilated ar 
any time ia theſe Quarters. I do not, I'le aflire you, ask this of you 
vpon my own ſcore, but theirs; for had my Grand-morher had ſo gi- 
geſtive or rather charicable a ſtomack as myre.l ſhould have ar preſent a 
greater intereſt in IZark-Lane than now I am ever like to have. Yertco 
ſpeak to you with my old frankneſs, I am notable co conceive how a 
People ſo wedded to Perſecution , as you were chought in the general 
Opinion of che Worldzean ſo ſuddainly forgec it,as notto be graſping'ar 

it again upon every {lighe pretence and humour, and thus having finiſhed 

my requeſt; let us it you pleaſe return to our Fac-t9tum,who had ſo 
groſflly reckoned wicbour his Hoſt. 
_ He was,you may eaſi'y imagine,much ſurpriſed at what had happened, 
' yet outwardly no man ſeemed leſs , for in that way of diſpuiſe he was 
eſteemed a great Maſter: never wanting ſome plauſible gloſs or other t9 
leſſen the dread that ſuddain accidencs brought along wich ch.m.For as 
to the ſtopping of the Treaſury, he precended it the greateſt advantage 
eo us in the world, fince no private man would hereafter truſt theCrown 
let emergencies be never ſo great, and yet every Monarch muſt often 
borrow of his Subjects. And,as concerning the Toleration,he was not 
 i8norant, he ſaid,ot che z2al and ſeff-love of your Clergy; who one time 
or other would get it repealed, and chat then all Diſlenters would be 
ten times more diſobliged and inplacable than before, 

Theſe and the former Reaſons ſtrangely ſatisfied the multitude,yert ma- 
ny an honelt man cryed thaz we had been miſtaken in our meaſures laſt 
war,that Kings find exyedients when others lictle dream of them : That 
your Kingdom was a place whoſe Maxims and Secrets were not to be 
gueſſed ar;for when we thought our ſelves wholly ſure, & that you want- 
ed either mony or men, Allies abroad,or Uuity at home, and the like , 
ſill ſome accident or other happened co deceive and ruine us. But no- 
thing can {aye them whom God infatuates ; nor .could this Macchiavel 
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keep himſelf ( as he imagined) above board without the raſh attempt of 
negleRing your Friendſhip; and buving tbus made a falſe Rep, he was 
forced in deſperation to concrive ( as wy ſay) this following Treaſon. 

He had for a long time kept fair with Frgnce , 8nd was as much in the 
Kings books , as a forreipgn Miniſter could well be ; and this he did for a 
ſuppore in caſe his en2mies (che Prince beginning to be the Joy of the 
People) ſhonld be able to contend, and if they abſolutely gotche better, 
then here ſhould be a fare Refuge and Aſylam for him. He continued 
( even after the Treaty at Breda) {till in favour with that Monarch, who 
preſentiy after daily more and more ſhewed his hatred to us » nor did the 
FaQion fail co infinuate to the people, as if the Prince encouraged tle 
King to a quarrel, to become thereby his Tributary, it he worſted us,or 
ac leaſt to be reſtored by che States to the Dignity ot his Anceſtors, fince 
an Army and a General muſt be in vogue in a War,and every body knows | 


how much the Souldiers loved and adored him. 
They had been(as I ſhould have told yon before) baſe to leſſen alſo che 


| Pfinces eſteem in En2/und , when they were forced in the year 70 to ler 


him core over to you, for they fancied, thay b-cauſe his Grandtacher had 
dy the aſhſtance of our eſtabliſhed Miniftry ( waon he protected) agran- 
dized himſelf,and ſo cruſhed the potent Arminian FaQon, that they were 
all haced for a time by us ; therefore by the ſame rule; if your Church men 
could be pur oat-of conceit with him (1 mean the preſent Prince ) your 
People by their infrrtation and power might be eaſily made averſe and 

rrreconcitable to his perſon, let the King be neyer ſo kind. Hereupon,to 

make him ſeem a Phanarick( which is the grand bug. bear of your Epiſco. 
pal Government ) they expreſly ordered him never to receive in any of 
your Churches kneeling , but that the Miniſter ſhould brinp bim the 
Bread & Wine, as he ſate in his Pew or Seat , for we called it anarrogant 
Inſtitution of your Divines,as pretending to be wiſer, forſoorth, than all 
the Reformed World , ſeeing there is nor one Proteſtant Congregation 
that ever knelt at the Communion befades your (ſelves. Here they were 
apain unfortunate,and the plot vaniſhed in ſamo ; for it ſeems your Spi- 
ritual Leaders (had they been diſguſted) have not that influence over you 


Our Ffunfo were now inno little perplexity ( you may be :fluree) no- 
thing being able to hinder the encreaſe of his Highneſs's eſteem in all our 
Provinces; or to put any ſtop to the French Preparations , whilſt on the 
other fide your King called aloud for ſatisfaRtion by his Embatladors, who 
gave themalſo many a ſecret bite for their perhidious dealing with you,as 
be would haye its Fr | 
ut 


46) 
But their private reſolution was(as I ſaid before )to give you no Rey a- 
ration,and co [ink ſooner chan to have your ProteRion, aſſuring one ano» 
ther that no Demand of France(chough victorions)could be fo deſtruRive 
to their particular Intereſt as yours; nor is this kind of ſelf ends any news 
. to Chriſtendom, ſince we caily {ce there are men in Authority- that wit! 
rather ſubmir co the Turk himſelf.chan miſs ot their aimes, or fall intothe 
hand of a Neighbour, whom they hate or envy. 

*T was therefore decreed co treat you with all poſiible fair promiſes, on 
purpoſe to make the. Frenchjealous, or thereby af leaſt co puzzel their 
meaſures: and if they. could by theſe Artifices keep you a Neuter, cill 
Sprins, you would not haye-time to ſet out your Fleet, ſo that by com- 
pounding with his Chriſtian Majeſty (who mithng your aili(tagnce would 
be far mote tratab'e) we ſhould make you contemptidle to both of us , 
and to the waole World alſo. 

This was the Deſign , - but it failed , for you preſently ſhewed us you 
would not be. amuſed, and therefore began about Chriſtmas to e- 
g.ippe y. and when they delayed you fatisfaftion, you became your own 
Carvers, fectins on our Smy724 Fleet , which 1 muſt tell you, ſeemed a 
happy omenco ſome pretenders coW1it; and apreſage to them ot our 
Jature ſucceſs, becauſe you did not take them all. 

- *T'was now plein you were inearneſt, yetthere wanted not real good 

Parriots ( thouph ic ſeems they were deceived) that cheered both them. 
ſelves and people , wich a fancy that your Parliament, (which was wich, 
our fail they ſaid , co lit in Offober,) would queſtion this War, and never 
contributeto it; for 'twas in all our mouths,chat che whote Englyh Nation 
was perſwaded, that the whole Proteſtant Caule lay now ar ſtake , and 
that the Pope was the Contriver of this difference. 
Many alſo would have it 8dyantagious to us, that the French Ships were 
£0 be jJoyned with you;becauſe your own Flect, (which you too well know 
we all dread) would not be fo great now, as were you left to your lelyes ; 
beſides, they ſaid that Auxiliaries ſometimes by private- Orders muſt nor 
fshc, art other times perchance they wou!d nor fight, at beſt chere was 
£0 be a deference and winking at their faults , it being impoitlible for you 
to command chem jike your own Sn':j-&s : nay, lomeenvious men rejoy- 
ced, that ſhonld you now be ſuccelstrl , .and do all your ſelves, yer theſe 
Allies wold cercainly rob x01 of (at icaſt) half the G ory 

Spring being now come.and the great Force both by Sea & Land almoſt 
ready to fall vpon vs,the J-nQo agreed to play their Cards thus, that is ro 
ſay, they would put 1ovr 12 chouſand men ar leaſt into Meſt>1ht, as the 
Place the :Enermy would firit attaque , ard theretore chg Towns. on the 
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Rhine, being left anprovided,, they mult{ooh becemea prey ts his Chri- 
Ttian Majeſtie, on whomthey reſolved (if che worſt came te 4he worſt) to 
depend, nay, rather va the Devil, than to beat the mercy of the Prince, 
and his Party, into whoſe hands they knew alſo they ſhould at laſt fall, if 
the War were but procraſtinared , for in times of Action, Souldiers will 
alwayes over-top Gownmen, belides, there being very little hopes by 
force to reliſt two ſuch Monarchs (which is the belt excuſe' the world goe- 
nerally makes for them) they thought tit tobe thus before-hand, tharthex 
own Conditions and Terms might be the better. 

But though they determined in this manner, as to France, yet they 
thought fit to try one experiment firlit, which would be an advantage te 
them, what way ſoever it ſucceeded, vzz. Topur out their Fleet with al 
the haſt and privacy 1maginab.e to intercept yours, before you joyned 
D*Eftres, {o that if you t:appened to beat us, they had a fair pretence of 
baving done their indeavours for their Countrey, & then the French in our 
coſternation might over-run us at pleaſure : But on the other kde, if by 
ſurprize 6r chance we ſhould overthrow you at Sea, it would be eaſy to 
clap ſtore of men into theſe Towns which (we now ſay) were deltgned ta 
be loſt,and no hard thing in the height of our Victory & Joy to make ſome 
agrecment with the reſt of our Enemies, and fo to your loſs alone, all 
things ſhould be here jult as they were before. | 
- *Tiscertain, one part of the Projet was well carryed, for onr Heet 
weighed Anchor when few of our own News mongers thought it half rea- 
dy ; but what the ſucceſs was, when we came to biows,you know;LamTtare 
as well as my felt ; only this I muſt add, That De Ruyeer, after the Fight , 
could not refrain ſaying to this purpoſe, That no he ſaw you were tnvin- 
cible, and more than men, for whether we caught you a ſleep, or awake , 
divided, or together , we ſtill returned with loſs: Andrruly , who could 
imagine that a Intle Squadren, nay rather 6 or 7 Ships, thoukd fo long- 
reliſt our whole Navy , and that your Dake ſhould engage with fo mich 
valour and fury, as to change Ships (when refitting loſt time) oftner than 

reat Generals at Land have done their Horlſes. 

Weloſt not above four Sail ( or {ix as ſome ſay) but certainly we never 
had ſo many men deſtroyed, & our Fleet ſo torn before ; & therefore not - 
a few queſtion whether we couſd have repaired , and been fit to fight again 
| taftSnmmer, ſup oling we'had had no other enemy to: Giſtract us, ' Bit” 
hs French Im On that preſently followed b, putt out of diſpute ; ' for 
che great Senn4&cherd(as forht of our devout women called him) havitie 
caken 24 places in 22 dayes} we durftrive baing our Ships ints their wt 
Harbours, being fully affured; that not a md in _—_ c _ 
Ei _o 


(8) 

beſides the fear of you, there was none but had in this publick calamity 
concerns enough at home. | 
- This was our caſe, Sir, and now were we ready to yield up every thing, 
when it pleaſed God that Urrezchr (like another Capxa) or at leaſt the 
ſtrange rains, & 1}] weather, ſhowJd put a itop to the Victorious French by 
Land, as alſoto the ruine your proud triumphant Navy was drawing on us, 
for what cod have ſaved our Eaſt-12d;a Ships, having no Allies, nor 
Fleet of our own to prote&t us, but a three months ſtorm ,-which for the 
moſt part haſtened them forward , and put you into a contitival diſorder, 
not permitting youto watch your pre,”, ws otherwiſe you would bave 
Gone : Nay, lome on board bave aſſured me, I bat bad no: the wind chopt 
about the ſame day, we got into Embaen ; we mult nevertheleſs haye fallen 
into the very midlt of yor. 

But our tumultuous People mac'& no other uſe ofthis reſpite , which 
God Almig/ity had ſent us, but to emb. ue their hands in the blood of the 
two De Wert, after that ſtrange and horr'd manner you Fave heard of. I 
cannot (becauſe of the conſequences cf!) joitifie this Violence, though 
many an imparcial man thinks them to ae be<a really guilty by their 
Treaſon of ail our mif-ry ; 2s a!fo of contriving the Princes Death, who 
now by the ili {ccet3 of their Gove.nmeat, lad got (as they ever feared) 


all Authority into fs aids; yer there want not others, who will have it, 


* 


Thatthe Oraz oe Party tirea tie Barber to acc uſe the Eldeſt Brother of ha- 
ving intentions ot Zoy toning tis Highneſs; and that the reſt of the cryes 
agatnltchem arc but meer Calvrnnies, 

For my pat, i wil not poſlitively affirm what is 'aid to their charge, on 
ly this I muſt ſay, that I have many morc reaſons againit them both, than 
for them ; but whether the Accuſations be true or falſe, The Arminians 
have cow loſt their Head, and being hereby depreſle4, are ſo full of ma- 
tice and |:atred, that they care not who maſters us, ſo thoſe in power, ſhare 
' In themiſery : ana therefore a villanous Miniſter or Preacher of theirs 
(when even the Catholicks ot all Holland, and particularly of that Quarter, 
would by no means atliſt or jojn with the French ) brought them by a ſe- 
cret pals to tte relief of Woerden , by the taking of which , we thould, as 
many affirm , have regained half our Loſles. 

-'Theſe good Actions have made many zealous Proteftants much 

elteem our Papiſts ( who you know are numerous )- and to reckon 
them very, true and faithful to their Countrey. But who could have 
thought that the Houſe of Auſtria, thoſe ſuper-retined Sons of Rome, 
, ſhonld be our only Supporters againſt a Popiſh King, whom the Pope 
, kyme:f has (1 warrant you) bleſſed and congratulated for his Zeal in 
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advancing of the Goſpe]. But 1n earneſt Sir, let metell you, The uch of 
propagating Opinions, and idle notions 1s (unleſs in, your Countrey) quite 
out of faſhion in Chriltendom , and1 believe no body thinks that France 
12 its intentions of Conquering us, ever thought of the Church; or that 
tlie Emperour troubled his head about Religion, when he deligned our Aſ- 
liftance : this was a frequeat pretence about a kundred years ago ; but time 
and experience has taugi.r us all wit. - 2 

The powerfull entreatics of the-Spaniards(who fear the loſs of Flanders) 
were his Imperial Majelti& principal motive in taking up, Arms, though 
vaturally, you may unagine, be 1s troub.ed to ſeethe ſtrength of one daily 
cncreaſe, who has an eye upon the Empire, aud hopes to ſucceed at the 
next vacancy. Nor «es the ſurprize of Lorrain lightly ſtick in Ceſar's 
{tomack, which is both a member of ihe Empire, and appertains alſo, tru- 
ly to Prince Charles, wl ole Prote&tion ke has long taken upon him : nei- 
ther are his great Officers ignorant, thar there's much proty and advantage 
in Lelping a rich and plentitull Nation. | 

Brandenbureh too has lis enus, you may ſwear - and it encourages him 
not a Jittle, that his great Maſter Leopo/d is concerned in ouraffairs. The 
Princede Dowaper of Orange bas al{o a mighty influence over him, and it 
may be you'l think it ſtrange if ſhe had. rather have him our Patron, than 
ber Grand-child , for the cannot forget (as her back-friends ſay) rhat he is 
Son to your Princeſs Royal , whoſe great Birth the could never brook, bur 
envy. 1f we proſper, this Electour is ro have, not oniy us own upon the 
Rhine tree, which hitherto in a manner we kept trom him, but alſo many 
ather by-emolunents , and nothing encourages both Prince and Peaſant 
like gain, ; = 2 

 Uur only hopes then at preſent, are inthele Auxizzary Forces , and this 
adyanage we bave alreacy got, ti atthey have viverted Taurene, and the 
main of the French Army , which would have undone us before this, and 
without all doubt , had not the Bilhop of Munſter been by their approach 
altliged to retire, we bad not 0::ly loſt Gronzngen, but with the whole Pro- 
vince, that of Weſtfriezland alſo: Nevertheliſs he has done us miſchief 
enough, and layes, He'l teach us to paint him ina Pontifical and Milttary 
habic, riding on a Hog - but who would bave tl.ought exprefling him tobe 
Maſter of tl.e beſt We35tphalia-Bacon, had beea fo great a Crime? 

'The Prince, who is all in all among us, went lately , with the whole 
ſtrength he could make, towards Liege Countrey, in hopes of ſome great 
exploit, to repair his ill fortune at Woerden :; How he will proſper, ,God | 
knows ; only this I am ſure of , that our Peop'e will jadge of the Conduct 
according to the ſucceſs ; and theretore his Friends do very much pity the 
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ſtrange hard game he has to play ; for he muſt, as I ſazd, have alwaies good 
tuck if he hopes to pleaſe; nor 1s he wholly to difoblige.you, whom he hag 
fo near a Relation to; and yet he: muſt remember how. ealte i 1s. for his 
Enemies.to make him ſuſpected by the people, who by nature are ahvaies 
jealous and violent. Beltles, if he ſtands in perperual defiance of the late 
euling Party, hel find many inconventencies by it, both as to his own, 
and to the publick goo4, bur ifhe protects or joyns with them (for ma- 
ay ofthem have made him great promiſes. ) the: commonalty may chance 
ro forſake him, and think of another ;, andif tha: !ſhoul4 happen, whar aſ- 
ſurance or relyance can he have on them, that have alwates Kept him un- 
der, and perchance delignthis way for his final ruine and deſtruction? 

If his condition be ticklith. and ill, ours (I mean the Nat!ons )is woyſe ; 
nay, asbad as it can almoſt be wiſhed by you, tor there's ſcarce any Vil- 
Jage that fears notto be burnt, or at leaſt pillag'd before morning by the E- 
nemy: Our ſluces-and damms are moſt of them pull'd up, our draining 
mills deſtroyed, and that water which proteteJ many places inthe Saum- 
mer, endangers them now if ir ſhould freeze; ſo that Towns of conſe- 
quence are in-perpetual dreadand terrour. Our Trafftique 1s ceaſed, -and 
Iirtle coming n, and leſs going out ; and, which 1s yet ſtranger, moſt of 
our Sea-men are-forced fora livelihood toruna Privateering ; 'and when 
they get ſomtltiing,they muſt ſell it at half the-worth,ſeeing onr very home- 
_ 1s quite gone by the loſs of the- Loſe and Rhine, which heretofore 
brought us {till ſo much gain and profit. No wonder thea if the Poor cry 
far meat, when the-Richcan hardly live; and what Artizan can maintain 
his Family, when ſcarce any boly will ſer him on work? Theſe are cau- 
ſes of InſurreRions in our Cities, and perpe:ual tumults among the Bores; 
nor have we haany comfortable news this long while; but the fond ex- 
aggerarions of our Gazetts, 0: ſometimes the taking ofa Prize from yon, 
which to me I confeſs brings little joy, lince it ſhows you are {till buſte in 
commerce, whilſt our Merchants li: idle at home; and though perchance 
Sally and Algiers may weary you this way, £15 not tobe done by a Peo- 
plewhoſe whole glory andadvantage depends upon Negotia:1on, : 
 Peacersthe thing T cry for; and peradyanture God will at length hear 
as,” lince we beginto make-gool uſe of this affliction and chaſtiſement , 
for with admiration I ſay it, There was never a greater change 1n any 
Countrey, and merey alwaies attends a ſo:rowful and contritepeople.. 

Onething I had almoſt forgot to. tell you, which makes the whole 
worl>ſtand amaz'd, and wonder how they trave-veen thus long deceived. 
concerning you'; for all met of all Countries have ever cryed, That 'twas 
your Parliament that inrrurh gorerne#; your King beingno body, ,ovar 
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moft but halta Prince. This therefore made them generally conclude you 
an infignificant people either to Friend or Foe , eſpecially ſeeing there muſt. 
be continual application in all butineſs to both theſe Powers, which ( as 
*'rwas thought) inſtead of agreeing, ſtrove to circumvent each other. But 
now the Scene is quite chaned , for lince they have ſeen your King raiſe an 
Army, proclaim War, ſer out his Fleet, threaten Newrters, afliſt Friends, 
pay every body, and all this of bumſelf, they' confeſs you are a potent 
Nation, fit to be courted, and that the ballance of Chriſtendome is in your 
bands. In, jhort, take.it upon the word of an honeſt man, This unexpe&- 
ed way of proceeding has done you. over all Europe more real honour 
and the honour of a. Countrey 1s the beſt part of its ſtrength ) than any 
ching that has happened to you n this age. 

Having thus fulfilled your commands 1a my plain and. inartificial. man- 
ner, which I am ſure your goodneſs will pardon, though-your admirable 
judgement cannot ; I lay, having thus ſhewed my obedience, you muſt 
excuſe my longing to hear from you, and I doubt not but you will as 
frankly inform me how things ſtand with you. I delire no intrigues of 
S:ate(as I biated in the beginning) bur ſuch an account, as, were Iat Lon- 
dezr(and 'us by your King's favour lawful) every body there. would give 
- When you write, dire your Letters to our Correſpondent at _4xt-. 
werp, who grows zich by the great buſineſs that runs through his hands in 
"hel. troubles : for many Merchants of note ( and now you may ſee how 

the worltis changed with us). are compelled. to ſuch ſhifts, being ſcarce 
ableto vem one-penny-worth of Gaods,withaut being bebokden to others, 
Earewell, and God ſend us peace, which is the inceſſantprayer of —* 


Hambiurgs.. Your Faithfull Friend and Servant, 
Decemb; 26, 1672, 1: 0 | 


edt —— — 


! Reader,. 1 hope, you'l pardon the Tranſlation, though: it comes 
ſhort of the Dutch Original ; 1 put & inthe neareſt Engliſh 1 
conta, to-expreſs the Amher's ſexſe,, and therefore take it in 
good part Afeech Jon. 9 
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LETTER 1. 


JF \Will not trorble you now with the private affaires betywixt us , 

fincetothank you for your excellent and moft farisfaRory Leiter, vf 
rhe 26th. paſt is task enough, and far too much, werelI to doitas it de- 
ſerves: but how could I expett leſs, from one who had Leyden for a 
Miſtreſs fo ntany years, and (after the death of your father) ſo much ex- 
perience inthe world, leaving then the 2Ar;ſes, and your Dedication to 
Theo ogie, for this ſo proft able a Study. Yet forall I owe you many ob- 
ligatio.is, you mylt patcon me if Lexpreſs my mind freely in every thing , 


and complain, even'in tte beginning, of your writing in Darch, which 


(chough 1 undesſtand ir) thews in you me: hinks that averiion to us, you 
ever profelt againſt, nor can you have any pretence for this our unuſual 
way of corre{onding, unleſs 1eſolving altogether to be critical, you prefer 
your Motker-rongue betore one which you have acquired half by Arr. 
This excuſe is ſufficient to me, who ſo well know your gentle diſpolition, 
ani cannor but rejoyce at the profeſiion you make, that you have not yer 
loſt all your Engliſh b'ood, an4therefore, I muſt again and again, repeat 
my entreaties. 1 bat you would come hither, and except of tle Invitation 


 6fa Nation tFat exceeds (when 'tis confivel in)even its own frank and pe- 


nerouspromifes.”.. , | -_ | þ 
* As for Holland; I pitty its condition , Ile aſſure yo1, but if God Al- 


SD wh « 7 7 . Ex | 5% n C2515 404 ; : . Be «Tf 
pngttt'es particular Judsement (as you-your ſelf tncimate) nk De. 


IW;.t:otl lamentablend!! for glorying too much 1n the {trengthof his 
undeiftanding, what could vou 1a Juſt ce otft.erwile expect, than ſome 
{trance unparalleld difaſtre, their being no Neishbour whom you have not 
in your vaiity aſfronted, and above ail, England it leif lo kind and friend- 
iy to you, 

One Maxime, I remember, you had ever in your mouths, That money 
was 0mniporent, aad therefore abounding in 1t7, you could not poſlibly 
need or fear any thing ; but now you ſee the fallacy of that opinion, and 
that you may want necellaries, though your Cotfers are full, which (par- 
Co meitl yettell you) have been ever much emptier than you your ſelves 
prefented : and beiides, noneare ſooner reduced to extremity, than attad- 


ins people once out of their merhod an bias. | 


pF 


T muſt acknd vlelge a$to; my particular concerns,l was;Xxtreamly glad at- 


the Peace of Preda, and believed alſo you would remember the 2+. 


you riſque4ia that War, having nothing inthe leaſt to ſatisfie your loſes, 
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but the Accident at Chatham, when we were wholly unprovided;- and 


which you know we could haye quickly redrefſſed by a new Fleet, had not | 
we then concluded with you. Iſay, I was glad of this Peace, bur little 
dreamed to hear complaints on our Exchange immediately upon it; That 
ou durſt yaunt in your Gazetts to have forced ſeveral Princes inthe Eaſt- 
Indies to forbid us their Trade, and that in the Weſ?- Indies our Colonies 
at Surinam were ſtill detained, aud not ſuffered to come home according tv 
aur /ate and ſolemn Ireaty. M | 
Several other of your injuries and ſcorns were dayly to'd me, but none 
moved me inwardly more, 1 confels,than Bracke's bis publick affront (who 
pretending to hare broke.ithe Chain at Shereneſs, a..d doe all the other 
exploits 11.tizat emerpriſe) uid inmany places in the Srreights ( and eſpe- 


cially at Genoa, Legornaud Zant ) invite the, Dutch Fatory aboard hin, 


clapping alwaies in the height of their jo lity r' e Englith Colours under 
the Dutch ones, intokea of our being Conquered, and-tbat no.v we mult 
tru. kle under you; but as for your denying to ſtrike Sail, I was not in the 
leaſt coacerned, looking up013 1t as a madaels , and that the Dey.l (as your 
Politico, you ſay,contelſe1) owed youa thame, otherwiſe you could never 
be incited to deny us a Rigat (which tor irs infinite conſequences, we va- 
lue beyond expreſſion ) even at that very.time, when no body did .or could. 
defend you from the fury of France , but our ſelves. — 
Nothing "is true is more vilible than the ſtrange animolity and hatred , 


- Which your fac roram (as you call him) and his triends bore us, yet Iam 


ſo candid to his Memory as to be half perſwaded, that the greateſt part of 
his Treaſon, was the negle&.ng of the advi.e, which the old Prince of 
Orange lefc the State on his Death-bed : viz, To keep friendihip with Ex- 
gland upon any terws, and That your ſtanding Army ſhould ever conliſt 
tor the far greateſt part of mercenary Neighbours, aad not of your own 
SubjeRts and Countreyinen: for what co:11d be expected but the ſurren- 
daring of Townsas faſt as ſummoned , when the Souldters minded trade 
moxe than their bulineſs, and when their Oificers were both ignorant what 
an. Enemy was, and ditheartned by the cryes of their Wives and Children? 
But this Councel was contrary to the Deligns of your democratical and 
ſelf-intereſted Party, who know, Souldiers of Fortune will depend on 
their General , and that they ſhould never domineer at the He:-m , whiltt 
this Great Commander had ſuch power, 

I think no man ought to wonder at our Kings inclination and zeal , fox 
the eſtablilhment of his Nephew ; which, let me tell you, we Englith look 
upon in a manner as his Right, for , -was it fit, do you imagine , that ſo 


mighty a Monarch as the King,of Greas Britain , Thould _— "a 
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Daughter to that Prince, were it not by a kind of cuſtome of Nattons (as 
welſeein Poland , Hungary, the Empire &c. or by the private pramiles of 

your States aſſured, that their Children ſhould enjoy the honours of their 

Anceſtors; and if you once come to Graritude , what people was ever 
more obliged, than you by this great and Princely Family. | 

I dare beleive you, that your Rulers wereafraid of our engrolling. all 
trade, {ince i has often with ery been repeated, that from 4 vr5 rich 
Merchants in the laſt Century , we have now an Exchatige even crowded 
with Tich, that dv, or arleaft are able rokeep their Ceach, and all things 
elſe proportionable. 

Let me alſo add (to what I have already urged ) this one advantage 
more we | ave over you: viz. A plentiful Countrey by nature, ſo that 
wedepend not wholly upon Trade, whereas, you that are altogether its 
ſlayes,muſt by any il] accident, undergo great moleſtation and diſturbance. 
And herein alſo you are extreamly unfortunate , that though you know 
you areever to be beholden to your Neighbours , yet that Pride of yours 
which Riches create, will ſtill make you recalcitrate and diſoblige your 
beſt and ſureſt friends. 

Your preſent miſeries, I am ſure, convince you ſufficiently of your 
baſe nſage of us fromtime to time, and that you have now forced us(con- 
trary to the natural inclination of either Prince or People) to be as well 
your Deftroyers as Founders, and yet we would have defended you 
(bad you bur deſerved it) with the ſame eaſe from this preſent attaque 
of France, as formerly we did from the fury of the powerful Spaniards. 

England you think has ſome particular Myſteries in it , which often de- 
ceive forragn Miniſters , and roſy I am much of your ſentiment, for I ne- 
ver heard more extravagancies and wronger obſervations in my life , than 
by Strangers concerning our Government and Policy ; nay they have been 
to wedded to their opinion, and eſpecially abour the power of the Parli- 
2ment , that all the afſurances that knowing men of our Countrey cou{d 
grve them to the contrary , ſerved only to confirm and harden them , arid 
zmone this Sect of Polttttians , tell mel beſcech you , who was more ob- 
ftimate than your felf? gy 2 2 -— 
"For how often have I told you (though to little purpoſe ) That this 
Great Councel , this Epitome of all- Z&ng/41d,, had tio life but wha it re- 
ceived from its Prince; Thar it met onty when he wonkd, and agatn diffolyed 
2t rhe leaft motion of his lips ; That being congregated from all. parts of 
the Kingdome, it muſt wit know our ſeverat maladies, and having hy 
Prapofed the remedy ; teaves alwayes the falr determinationts the wi 
dome- of their Soveraign ; That onr Monaxchs bavingreceived ION _ 

People 
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People the greateſt free Diati and Revenue of a 1) Potcntate 7 Chris 
fiendom,had graciouſlypromnſed thereupon never to take any mony.trom 
us without. our own tendering of 1tz and yet it was never known when 

ublick Neceflitics call'd (though the Royal Exchequer has alſo its own- 
Rivers of Plenty) but that this Augu#e Aﬀembly was ever more liberal 
in its offerings, than our Prrnces coals be in their D-mands. In ſhort, 
Sir, you, now know what the Rings ot England can doand contels that 
the world at length acknowlcdgcs its errour. 

But why do I repeat the miſtakes of you Strangers in our more dith- 
calt and ſpeculative matters, {ance you daily contradict even your exter- 
nal ſcuſcs : for to this very moment ſhew me one Fraveller in ten thou- 
{3nd, that calls Loydox any more than one long, Street; whenas there's 
hardly i in the World a rounder and compacter City within its walls: and 
as for the Suburbs,do you but contider whether from- the Thames to 


' Southampion-houle be ſo contemptible a bredth 3 and yet. I might add ta 


this (as they do in other places) the River, and whatioever les-on the 
other {ide of it. 
 *Twas therefore not 11] obſerv'd by thoſe among you,[who-cry'd (as 
you fay;you had becn alwayes miſtakehin your. meaſiares-concerning us, 
even. when you thought your ſelves moſt ſure ;' and doubtleſs Ne Wire 
hiynfelf would haye been ot that opimon, had i it not dqrametrica}ly thyar- 
ted his Interctt 3.and we fee.that an.carneſt and paſſionate inclination toa 
thing, vftcn vitiates the greatelt underſtanding and tapacity::., for how 
could he imagine (had he been in his ſeuſes)that any little piquic between 
us and theFrench which for theſe {cveral years has had ho-other grounds: 
but theix vain humour.in © ver-valuing themlelves) conld-make ws: rather 
fabp3i to the contimual and real injuries we in&ined by your Uni) Joyn 
wHlthem for:Reparation ?” . ' 1. 

145m this eur a0njJuncHOon yon arc | con itn hall rials hate A 
hare and proportion of the booty 3 nor will {heh an addition: do:us an 
harm, ' But,by:the way, ſuppoſe France ſhould alone,:and to its own. _ 
{ubjugate your, Comntrys,yet I-look not, conte(3; npay. ſuch av.incorpos»: 
ration and union:(though it ſeem a Paradox) half fo able to offend Emnz- 
land, a5 were you Only bona fide, contederated againſt us; and: Wwe know: 
1 par&by thelaſt, War, what fachd League can do. 

For tirſ,theDiſcipline of the French-(who are ſo volatte by nature)will 
bc ten times more laxby the extent of their Dominions, than at preſent; 
3nd itthey-ſboud'chance to have a cardiets; or If ative Prince, they'l 
preſeytly fall-wto; nteliine diforder & confaton:nor was there ever ſince. 
the Creation of the World,a potent ory 1a a Continent. (which 1s the 

true 
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true Seat for a3uEmpire) that can ſhow fewer marks of their bravery than 
they 3 tor though they have been alwaics in War, and a moſt powerfull 
| Monarchy time out of minde, yet have they not one foot of Land out of 
France it felt, except what they have got within theſe few years 3 and 
which in truth is not yet worth the ſpeaking of. In thenext place, no 
body mult imagine that the Shipping of Hold will be the fixt part fo 
conliderable after the Conqueſt,as now It 15 3 for the domineerir.g temper 
of French Governours, and the obliinate f{clt-will'd Genius of your 
people (that have been ſo long free as they call it) are (o different, that 
moft will rather beg than ftay at home 3 and they that do chance to re- 
main,will preſently change in a manner therr waole courſe of living: and 
thus it hath fared with Daxkirk,which formerly bred up as able Sea-men 
aS any were in Exyope 3 yet now It has nothing mit coufiderable,though 
this preſent excellent King be a greater -Encourager of all Maritime Af- 
fairs than will fit, I dare tay, on his Throne thelc inany and many Ages: 

Bur all this is but a tancy,as I faid before, ard though falſe, yet as truc 
as ſome of the whimlies ot your tranſcendent Statcs-men,who were plea- 
fed to imagine Exgland fo tooliſh-as to think the joyning wich His Chri- 
ſtian Majetty would prejudice the-Proteſtant Caule; and yet your ſelves 
might irtnocently-forfooth league with this very Monarch againſt us : be- 
hides, every body faw that neither we, nor you,nor any reformed State in 
Chrittendom apprehended then the leaſt detriment to our Religion by its 
and therefore, why I pray ſhould it be otherwiſe now ? 

As for the poſtponing the Bankers, I never doubted but it would ſur- 
prize your Grandees and it was well reflected upon by ſome of you, that 
Kingstind till Expedicnts when. others little dream of them : nor was 
va this-a-far-ferchft one, fince-there have been few Monarchies or States 
that have not done at one time or other the very ſame thing 3 nay, were 
your Bank at Amſterdam call'd upon, *twill be found that in our memo- 
xy it never had enough 34 ſpecie to:ſatishe half its credit. 

And as your Wiſe ones errcd in the thing it (elf,ſo they may alſo well 
do it in their ConjeQtural conſequences 3 for (believe me)the Crown will 
never want Lenders when it really itands 1n need of them 3 nor, can an 
man-that has thus put'out his-money (exccpt a tew that may have had 
perchance tome preſent occaſion) be the leati inconvenienced thereby, ha- 
ving tor ſecurity the'word of this King, the intereſt of his Succeſſors,and 
the Reputation cven of the Kingdom it ſelf, which will never let ſo many 
god: Subjects (uffer,when their money (or what thould have reimbursd 
chem, was fpent in a neceſſary War for the honour and (afety of us all. * 

*Tis theSra,tyhich furronnding us,keeps us from danger; and *tis there- 
fore 
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fore theDominion of it which al our Princes have (o crefully lookt after; 
for if to ſhew our Juriſdiction *rwas ever lawful to oblige your ſingle 
Ships to ſtrike to our leaſt Man of War, we have (til the ſame Reaſon and 


Juſtice to require it from your Fleetzſince your whole Navy has no more 


Right in theſe Seas,then any one of your Vcſſels when it is alone and if 
number 2nd ſtrength may pretend (as you fay)to exemptions,that plainty 
declares War, and by it you own your felves Aggreftors. 

This was the cauſe that we ſet on your Smirna Fleet, w-Þch abſolutely 
denied to pay us this duty: and it tive of:our Frigats were not able to take 
5o Merchant Ships mounted with 20 and 30 Guns apiece, yet they fauf« 
hc'd, with three more that came afterwards -in, to fink your Reer Admi- 
ral, and to bring home ſome of the: richeſt as Prizes, in ſpight of cighe 
Men of War that convey'd them : And pray. remember, you were here 
again Breakers of tae Peace, ſeeing he that denies a Prince his uſual Pri+ 
viled:- 5, declares ipſo fatto War againit him; let them be before never ſo 
ſtrierity leagued together. | | fp 2 

Theſe extravagant and accumulative myuris :have at lengell' caus'd a- 
breach, the effects of which (as was expected) you already: with ſorrovy: 
feel, not daring now to put to Sea any.Men of.War, if there be the leaſt 
probability. ofmecting ours : And truly for my part, though I commend 
alwaycs the ingenuity: aud artifice of an enemy, yet-F.can by no:means 
think your late fetting upon us at Sold Bay, deſerves the name of con- 
trivance, becauſe all Fleets mult be. at Anchor if theytake im neceſſaries 3- 
and when they arc ſo,any enemy (the wind blowing fair) may have this: 
ſy trequent and ordmary advantage. | | 


There's no fence agaiutt this accident but. Scouts, . and :ours gave us 
the alarm two hours betore your arrival, and you ſoon found what reſiſt 
ance Our very Vantguard could make and had not .we loft the moſt no-: 
ble and famoms Earl of $.z#dwich (whom nothing, but a Fire:ſhip could 
maſter) this rencounter had been to us nothing but a paſs-time,in which 
notwithſtanding you loſt I dare aftrm, neer double. the number of what: 
has been very publickly- owned by you... _ TT 

But,though you had even then a firange miſt,and other happy hitts to 
ſtand between you and utter ruin,asallo afterwards a three months ftorm 
(as you juſily.call it) tor the protection of your Eaft-India Fleet, yet I 
know the proudelt of you are now convincd that there's no dealing with - 
us 3 and truly when I conſ:der our Ships, our Men,our "> a 7. | 
above all,our great Admiral (who has given the world ſuch prodfs of his : 
prodigious Valour and Patience, Virtues that at laſt will conquer even 
Fortune it {elt ) I may without vanity, I think, and with all the Juſticz 
C2 imaginable 
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maginable ſay,we need nevcr fear any thing here in Exglend but our fins, 
As tor Liberty of Conſaexce,'tis no marvel 1t it were De #/73tte nicking 
blow 3 for doubtles no one thing:ever latjecd a: diſtracted Country in {6 
much Unity as this. His Majeſty tor: 12 years together {uffered the Laws 
to be often ſeverely executed againtt all Diilenters withaut exceptions, 
which had no other cife&, but to incenſe maſt of them to far apainſi the 
Government, that they had no manner ot regard or cenderneſs tor it,nay 
many ( hke tick men that vainly expect caſe-by change) rejoyc'd at ill 
news, and ſeemed earneſtly to with our rune; and doubtleſs were not 
Great Brittain an Iſland, we had been over-run iong ago. . But now on 
the contrary,no people ſpeak more revercutly ot the King, than they ; nor 
do I know any one Scct herc among, us (trough I am turrounded wich 
thcir Mceting-houſes) that has committed the lealt {candal tince this his 
Royal Grace and Freedom. 
And now whultt it is in my head,lct mc el you, that if the Ryzterdans 
Duzker turn'd Heetor upon notice of this Induigence, it had ſuch cfhcacy 
over his Brethren: here, that whultt it was buc 1n projection they ſud- 
dainly became Wits, and venturcd to jecr tie Players themſelves, their 
piquant and tworn Enetnics. For tie King's Theatre hapening to be 
tir'd,with many hundred ponds fots to the tingle thare of Mr. Hart, an 
Actor:; One: of tlicſe Spiritual Drolls being as at their Aſſembly next 
day, what news was {iiring'? 'Nonetriend, (laid he) tha#I know; but 
that the King's Meering-bouſe is burnt 3 and fo gave the joyful Auditory 
a full account of all particulars : Nay then (replycd the Demandant) we 
necd no longer fear thoſe blaſphemers of the Saints 3 tor now without 
doubt theix Heart. is broken. | 
-Bue tocome to your Queere concerning the duration of this Grace , be 
pleas?d to underftand, that though there be among our wife and learned 
Clergy ſome Demerrizs's that valuc their Dzaxa, and private concerns be- 
fore.the Tranquility and Settlement of the Nation, yet theſe(which is the 
happinels of ic) are ſo incontiderable m every reſpect, that you may af- 
ſure your triends, *twill never be in their power to perſwade his Majelty 
to recall his Declaration; which all men of parts do now aknowlcdge to 


be the: Bond of Peace and Unity among us. * : | 
Nor nced you fear that any Congregation will be cxc}uded, becauſe 


it truſtratcs the very intention of the Favour,by atfrighting all Difſenters 
wharcſocver 3 for it any party be excepted, 1t mult be becauſe they are 
not contiderable enough to be apprehended by the Government 3 and 
then will the weakelt of the Tolcrated take the'Alarm,and ſb from one to 
anocher *twill preſently intect the whole. Body ingeneral.For which Set 
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can aſſure themſelves but that from a numerous Party fince Religion alfo 
has its ebbings and flowings) they may ſoon become Chriſt's little flocks 
and tt ſo, they are certain betorchand to find no Mercy, © | 
Such an Exclulion allo is wholly oppolite to the King*s Honour and 


Interclt,his mercitul Ditpolition and Temper having gain'd him the affe- 


Etion of the Non-Contorrilts, and js the grand thing on which they all 


rely ; for Political Indulgence 'they ſay) may change with every wind, 
but what Nature [135 eftabliſhed ought to be look?d upon as fixed and 
permanent. 

But how comes it to pats unleſs you continue overvaluing your ſeives, 
and taking wrong, informations oft us, that you think we are the only 
Wranglers in Chriſtendom aut Religion. I mult again affure you,you 
have very ill intelligence tor we now underſtand, as well as the retiof 
the World, that true Proteltant Doctrifte , viz. That all ell-living 
Chriſtians may be ſaved, and therefore with reaſon dehe thoſe that perſc- 
cute for Conlciencc,which the Judicious alſo find to be the true cauſe of” 
che ſpawning and growrti of S2cts. For be pleaſed to know, that though 
we have abounded in all other opinions imaginable,yet no man ever heard 
of an Englith Lutheran; and truly could I have notice of ſuch a wonder, 
I would (as old as Il am) go 20 miles atoot to ſee him. 

Now I hope you do not believe that Henry the 8th's Book againſt that 


Patriarch, did (6-ablolutely convince the Nation,that it could never {ince 


digelt his Tenets 3 tor,were this the cauſe, what would have become of us 
all, had Calvin received a broad-tfide alſo ? No Sir, the reaſon is evident, 
to wit,he never drew blood trom the one, or made the leaſt Law againſt 
him, whereas he ſo worried the Diſciples of the other with his 2 leaſh of 
Articles, that the Doctrine became as hxed as Tybwrn, the Polt they were 
{o oftcn baitcd at. 

Thus dealt allo Queen Elizabeth and her Brother with our Anabaptilts 


and the then Sectaries, drawing from them that blood which might have 
* endangered their fuffocation. Nay, in the like manner ſerved ſhe our 


Jeſuites, for having caught Campian (who,together with his companion, 
were the two firſt, aSCambden tells us, that cver came into England) he 
was no ſooner quartered, but from a tew wandring Scholars without 
Stock, without Houſes, without Patrons, and abſolutely beholden to o- 
ther Provinces, they became preſently (even by alliftance of Parſons,who 
was he that eſcaped) not only to be a body of their own, but Maſters alſo 
of Colledges 1a Spain, Rome, Flanders, and where uot? and courted 
ever after by ſeveral great Princes of Chriſtendom. 
And now that our Papilts —_— my way, Who have I muſt tell you, 
| 3 { for 
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(for you cannot ontdo us in any thing ) ſhewed as much Loya'ty. here, as 
your own at home I ſay, now that we ſpeak of theſe Papitts, they alſo 
d:zmonſtrate not a little methinks ,, that Religions gain force by Perſecu- 
tion,cſpecially ſeeing Holbori the grand Road of thole they (tile Martyrs) 
hath with its inJetts more of that perſwlion, than eny ten Streets, pick 
them where you will,throughout the City. Therefore(as a Corollary from 
this Theoreme)when I hear any man carneſily talk of tuppreſling of Secs, 
2nd that all decency and Ecclutiiftical order will otherwile fall ( fancies 
which his little private concerns p:ompt hin to) I preſently advile him to 
get two or three Sir Fobus of i1:s Party hang'd, and that I lc hang after- 
wards it ever then we wait cither Tippet, Rocitet, Cope, Organ, or any. 
gtacr fuch like weighty and tundamera! parts of Religion. 

I: thort,Sir,our eyes arc opened.and we hnd tilt all Opinions in power 
hivc {till uſed ſeveritics apa nit ther Ad ver{aries,and theretore none ought 
© blame his fellow, ſcciug, we have all errcd and ſtrayed, and followed 
f00 much the devices and dcfires of our own hearts; tor thus did Hexry the 
eig/1t, thus did Edward the fixth, thus did Queen Mary, thus did Queen 
E!:izaveth, thus did Ring James, t15 did King Charles the firſt, thus did 
the Long Parliament, thus did the Ramp, but thus will not King Charles: 
the Second do any morc, who knows by exp-rience as well as inclina- 
ton what a virtue Mercy 1s 5 and rea'ly 1t vexes me to fce even Papilis 
themſtlves call us ito the lift, and offer to ſhew, that we have executed 
more of theirs for Religion,than they of ours 3 adding as an alleviation on 
rnar tide, That it is Jets cruclty in any man todeſtroy cps in their hatch- 
tng.than a Covey that is pen- feathered. and at its-full growth : but now,as 
{ taid, vur cycs are opencd, and vyth they and you ſhall hind we Engliſh: 
underſiznd good nature, end that Now faremo ſempre Polachi, We will 
not alwaies be Polanders,who (butidcs their innate folly proverbialiy laid: 
to their charge by Iralians could yet lately quarrel with one another even 
when the Turk himſelf was in the midtt of theme. 

Tis your Countrymen that are, in truth, our Turks, and perchance 
as faithleſs as they, . yet this difference. 15 betwixt you,that they have got 
as many Provinces, as you have now loſt, though both happ-ncd by 
the {ume mcans, that 1s. by. breaking Solemu Oaths and Promiſes. = 

One command more I am to obcy you in,and then I have done ; and 
that 15 in giving you an accouut of the preſent State of th* Country, 
wich in groſs I aſſure you ts the ſame as formcrly, but in Attection and. 
Concord much better 3 nor has any one Prypiely or Prediction of your 
partial Fido even yet happened to us.Some Merchants of ours have loſt, 
is truce 3 yet yours, though they durtt not venture out to Sea, have ” 
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the fury at home, not only of Water, but of Fire alſo; as you will ind 
by your Letters, which (like Fob's ſeveral Meſſengers) have, I queſtion 
not, brought you worſe and worle tydings, ſince the writing of your 
laſt. 
Nor will your people ( Ple be bound) ever hereafter boaſt of the gain 
or advantage had by Capers, it being ſo like to that of our Carters and 
Porters, whilſt the City was on fire, who got for the preſent ſufficient for 
Brandy, but were ready to ſtarve the following, week,when not only their 
new but their old employment allo ceaſed. 

God ſend you a good Peace,8& give you grace to accept It, if it be offer- 
£d, which may-perchance hinder your utter ruine 3 for otherwiſe there 
will be an Army, I can aſſure you, of above an hundred thouſand Freſh 
men within your bowels next Summer, and a greater Fleet of ours than 
ever, blocking up your Havens under his Royal Command, who has al- 


, 


ready twice defeated you. 


I have tyred you, Sir, ſufficiently, though with truth, and therefore I 
will now ſtop herc, after I have aſſured you, that nothing ſhall ever leſſen 
my kindneſs and reſpects for you ; and that upon all occaftons I will be, 


Your moſt Faithfull Friend 
London, | 44d Servant, 
January 16. 167 
| JG. 


